[Primary hip- and knee arthroplasty--comparison of the actual costs with the Australian diagnosis related groups (DRG)-].
With the introduction of the Australian DRG system in Germany the question arises which current procedures remain reasonable in cost. The present study compares the actual costs with the expected DRG reimbursement. Prospective analysis of 23 patients with primary hip and 26 with knee arthroplasty was performed to identify all cost factors during the hospitalization period including all applied measures. Retrospective analysis was carried out of the additional costs of relevant concomitant diseases (liver transplantation, haemophilia). Expenses of 6231 euro; for hip and 6453 euro; for knee implants were covered by the DRG reimbursement. Although a special reimbursement was paid, the additional costs of the concomitant diseases resulted in a financial loss. To cover the current costs for patients free of complications, an enormous reduction of the length of stay is required. Otherwise complicated cases may result in a loss of quality or selection of patients. The present cost analysis outlines a guideline for an individual calculation and assessment of the necessary DRG reimbursement.